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more Senſes has one in 11157 5 


1 | Scripture. 
\ The mol t Abſolutely ! Perk Hig is 
God — "the higheſt Senſe, 8 
L Saf: Exiſtence 3 is a Perkection, 12 ben, 
. to be the Higheſt of all PerfeQions, . 


IV. 


God the Father alone, is in Need 


to His Manner of Exiſtence an Abſolutely 
A 2 Perfect 
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perteet nies: becauſe? He alone i is Sal 
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He alone, conſequently, is Abſolutely 
Perfect, in reference to thoſe Perfecti ions, 
which do a Self Exiſtence, 


* 2 Yue 
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th VI. n 


Tho Pe cles are e Foy 
dence, and Being the Firſt Original of all other 
Beings: In which the Son and the Bob | 
err arg nn 
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All Trinitarians do ee ge, That 
theſe Two Perſons are from God the Fa- 
Hex. This is affirmed in that Creed which 
is called the Nicerey and in that which 
falſely bears the Name of Arhanaſine : "Tho? 
with this Difference, that the Holy Ghoſt 
is aſſerted in them, to be from = Son as 
well as from. the Father. . : Wherein the 
Greek Church differs from the Latin, 


vi. 
ks chrpore 5 fat Contradiftion, ta 
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fay that the Second 200 TW Perſons ara 
Sell. A 


eift 


| And therefore. it is alike, contradictions 
to affirm them to be Beings abſolutely 
perfect in reference. to their Manner 7 

Exiſtence ; and to ſay that they have the 
Perfections of Abſolute Independence, and of 


being the Firſt * of all a 


1 when the N alone is is a chains of the 
moſt abſolute perfection, He having thoſe 
Perfect ions which the other Two Perſons 


are _uncapable of having, He alone i is God 
ns the e — Senſe. 3 


8 | 

And therefore our Bleſſed Saviour calls 

m, The only True God, John xvii. 3. This 
# Life Eternal, to know Thee the only True 

Goa, and Jeſus Chriſt whom Thoa haſt ſent. 

And it is moſt abſurd to think, That in 

_ theſe, Words, and the following Prayer, 

He did addreſs Himſelf to the Three Per- 

{ons of the N conjunctiy, ſince through- 

3 out 


c 8 
dat the Proyer He calls this Owl Trae God 
his Father ; and calls Himſelf twice His 
Son, before theſe Words. Not to mention 
the Abſurdity of making our Lord to pray 
to: Himſelf, or of diſtinguiſhing Himſelf 
From thoſe Three, of which Himſelf was 
One. If ſuch a Liberty as this, in inter- 
Preting Scripture, be allowable, what Work 
may be made with Scripture! 
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Our Lord calls the Father, The Only Trae : 
God, becauſe He only is Originalh, ind of 
Himſelf God, and the Firſt Original of all 
Beings whatſoever. As he calls Him the 
Ouy Good, faying, There is ne "Good but 
God, becauſe Ne alone is Originally ſo, and 
the Spring of all that Good which is in 
| other PIR. 


XIII. * 
The Godhead, or God in this Higheſt 
Senſe, can be but Oe, | Namerically : Of 
which thie beſt Philoſophers were fatisfied 
by their Reaſon; and therefore the One. 
eſs 10 frequently affirmed of him in Ser. 
* is a Mumerical Oneneſs. 


XIV. There f 
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XIV. / 

There ſeems. to be neither Contradicti- 

on, nor Abſurdity, in ſuppoſing the Firſt 
Original of all Things, to be productive 
of other Beings ſo perfect, as to have all 
Perfections, but that of Self-Exiſtence, and 
thoſe which are neceſſarily therein implied. 
Suppoſing any ſuch Beings to have 

immediately iſſued forth from that infi- 
nite Fulneſs, and Fœcundity of Being, 
which is in the Deity, each of them muſt 
bave a Right to the Name of God, in 
a Senſe nent to that in which f it is appro- 

priated to the Father; fince they have 
all the Perfections of a Godhead, but 


thoſe that muſt of Neceſfy be peculiar 
. 2 


5 
it is evidunt; from the Hob ee 


That the Son and Holy Spirit are ſuch Be- 
ings, vis. That they have all divine Per- 
fections but the forementioned : Such as 
Onlimited- Power, Wiſdom, Goodneſs, &c. 


XVII. And 
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XVII. 

And they are always ſpoken of in Seri⸗ 
pture, as Diſtinet Beings or Perſons, ac- 
cording to the Proper Signification of this 
Word, both from the Father and from each 
Orber. Nor are ſo many Men or Angels 
more expreſly diſtinguiſh'd as different Per- 
ſons or Subſtances, by our Saviour or his 


Apoſtles, than the Father, Son and py 
_ fill are. 


2 XVII. 
Ir is 2 very preſumptuous Conceit, char 
chere can be no Way but that of Cres 
tian, whereby any thing can be immedi- 
ately and onely from God, which hath a 
_ diſtin& Exiſtence of its own. Or, That 
no 'Beings can have Exiſtence from him, 
by way of neceſſary Emanation: Of which 
we have a clearer Idea than of Voluntary 
Creation. It is the Word of the Ancients, 
both Fathers and 'Philoſophers 5 nor can 
a better be found to expreſs what is in- 
tended by it, viz. A more excellent Way 
of FE: than chat of Creation. etl PTS 
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It is no leſs preſumptuous to affirm, 
That it is a Contradiction to ſuppoſe, 
That a Being can be from Eternity from 
God the Father, if tis poſſible it may be 
from him in a more excellent Way than 
that of Creation. And we have an Illus 
ſtration of both theſe, Propoſitions, by 
ſomething in Nature. For, according to 
our Vulgar Philoſophy, Light doth ex- 
iſt by neceſſary Emanation from the Sun, 
and therefore the San was not before 
the Light which proceeds from thence, 
in Order of Time, though it be in Or- 
der of Nature before it. And the Diſtin« 
ction between theſe Two Priorities, is 
much elder than Thomas Aquinas or Peter 
Lombard, or any School-man of Woe all, or 
Eee either. 
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ig And if any Thing can \ he ant. Pa 
ther Thing by Way of neceſſary 
nation, it is ſo far from a conn 
to ſuppoſe, that it muſt only be in Order 


of Nature | before it, that *ris maſt appa- 
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rently a Contradiction to pale the con- 


tary. 
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Our isch PE 19th Propoſitions" do 
ſpeak” our Explication of the Holy Tri- 
nity, to be as contrary to Arianiſm as 
to | Soctnianiſm ; ſince the Arians aſſert that 
there was at leaſt a Moment of Time, 


When the Son was not; and that EY 18 a 


Creature. eee die 


Dead - 100 2 XXII. 
Although we cannot underſtand, hog 
it ſhould© be no Contradiction, to affrm. 
That the Three Perſons are but One 
Numerical Being, or Subſtance; yet hath 
it not the leaſt ſhadow of 4 Contra. 
diction to ſuppoſe, That there is an un- 
conceivably cloſe and inſeparable Union 
both in Will and Nature betwean them. 


And ſuch a Union may be much more 


ealily * conceived berween them, than can 
that Union which is between our Souls 
and Bodies; ſince theſe are Subſtances which 
are of the moſt unlike and even | CORE 
OSS 7 

43 Lala 15 5 n e 


(cm) 


? * * C y * 1 : = N 


ir 
XXIII . 


Ve) 20 


1 "wy we cannot conceive the Birſt 0. 
riginal of All Things, to be moren than 


One Numerically; and that we acknhow- 
ledge the now mentioned Unionchetween 
the Three Perſons, according to xhe Seri- 
ptures, together with the intire Depend- 
ence of the two latter upon the Firſt 


Perſon, The Unity of the Deity Sg, all 


Tntents and Pytpoſes, as fully zalferkech h 10 


us, as it is s neceſſary or reafonatle it thou! 
be. | nen 7d VI 
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A0 1 part of "this Bxplicitibn, a 00 
we think KRepugnant to ang Text of 
Scripture; but ir {ems much the Gafteft 
Way of Reconciling thoſe Texts, which 
according to the other Hypotheſes are not 
Reconcilable, but by offering en Vi- 
en to chem. id ir oe, ee 
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The nien muſt ds confeſs, that 


the; Honour of the Father, for which 
they expreſs a very Zeglous Concern, 
D 2 15 
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(1). 


; is as much as they can deſire taken 


care of by this Explication. Nor can 
the Honour of the Son and Holy Spirit 
be more conſulted, than by aſcribing 


to them all rerſections, but What they 


cannot have, without the moſt apparens 


CENA, aſcribed to meme” 


XXVI. 


And we would think it impahble, 
that any Chriſtian ſhould not be eaſi- 
ly perſwaded, to think as bonourably of 


his Redeemer and SanQtifier as he can, 


while he robs not God the Father for 
their ſake; and offers no Violence to 
the Senſe and Meaning of Divine Reve- 
lations, nor to the Reaſon of his Mind, . 
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XXVII. 
"There: are many Things in the Notion 


of One God, which all hearty Theiſts will 


acknowledge neceſſary to be conceived 
of him, that are as much above the Reach 
and Comprehenſion of Humane Under- 
ſtandings, as is any part of this Expli- 


en of the ** 138 Nay, this 


may 


(13). 

may be affirmed, even of the Notion 
of ſelf-Exiſflence 5 but yet there cannot 
be an Atbeiſt ſo ſilly as to queſtion” it: 
Since it is not more evident, that Oye 
and Two do make Three, than that there 
could never have been am thing, if there 
were not ſomething which was ** and 
never — to be. 


XXVII. 5 3.3 


| Left n ſhould be deckel gin 
this Explication, and therefore ſuch ſhould 
be prejudiced 2gainft it, as have a Ve- 
neration for Antiquity, we add, that it 
well agrees with the Account whick fe. 
veral of the Nicene Fathers, even Aths- 
naſius himſelf, and others of the Anct 
gents who treat of this Subject, do in 

divers Places of their Works give of the 
Trinity: As is largely ſhewed by two 
very * learned Divines of our Church. 
And had it not been for the School. men, 
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Dx. Cudworth and Dr. Bull, 
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to whom Chriſtianity is little beholden, 


as much as ſome admire them, we have 
Reaſon to believe that the World would 
not have been troubled, ſince the Fall 


Of Arianiſm, with ſuch Controverſies about 
this great s as it n e and con- 
tinues to be. by eee 519 
_ 
This Explication of the Bleſſed Trinity 
perfectly agrees with the Niceze Creed, 
1 it ſtands in our Liturgy, without of. 
Hering the leaſt Violence; to, any, one Word 
in it. Which makes our Lord Jefus Chriſt 
tobe from God the Father by Way of 
Emanation ; affirming him to be God. of 
God, very Cod of very God, and meta- 
phoricaliy expreſſing it by Light of , Light; 
anſwerabhy to, what the Author to the 
lebrems lach of Him, Chap. i i, ver. 3. vir, 
That he. 18 Arai a οοινεt Abzrnc, The 
Effulgency of his. Glory,. Xeggxihe Tis. "Yam 
Sag 4, The Character of his Subſtance ; 
And fo is as much Of: One. Subſtance with 
the Father, as the Beams of the Sun are with 
the. Body of 1 1 


And 
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1 © And ſince there. have ws o late, ſo 
many Explications or Accounts publiſhed 
of this moſt; adorable ; Myſtery, which 
have had little better Succeſs than ma- 
king Sport for the Socinians, I thought 1 
it very ſeaſonable now to "revive That, 
"which I affirm with great Aſſurance to 4 
be the moſt Ancient one of all; much 
elder than the Council of Nice; "IE to 
have much the feweſt Difficulties in it, 
and to be incomparably moſt agreeable, t to 
Holy e e 4 5 7 
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thoſe Proceedings. To which are added, ſome brief 


" 4a 


| Newly printed for Joun Craxk. 

I. THE Caſe of the Miniſters ejected in Exon. By 
© © Mir. James Peirce. Ath Edition. Price 3 d. 
II. An Account of the Reaſons why many Citizens of 
Exon have withdrawn from < i Miniſtry of Mr. Fof.. 
Hallet, and Mr. N Perce: ing an Anſwer to Mr. 


Veirces State of the Eaſe. Th 2d Edition. Publiſhed 
by Order of be mittee. Price 4 4. i uſhe 


III. A Defence-of the Caſetof the Miniſters ejected at 
Excn. Being an Anſwer to. a Pamphlet, entituled, An 
e of the Reafops why many Citizens of Exon 
have withdrawn, & By Mr. James Peirce, Pr. 4d. 
IV. A Deſence pot che Account, @«. In Anſwer B 
Mr. Peirce s Defence of the Caſe, c. Publiſ d by Di- 
rection of the Committee. The 2d Edition. Price 3d. 
V. A true Relation of ſome Proceedings at SaltersHall, 
by thoſe Miniſters who ſigned the Firſt Article of the 
Church of England, &c. Price 34d, . 
VI. Animadverſions upon a Pamphlet, entitled, A true 
Relation of ſome Proceedings at Salters Hall. By Mr. 
James Peirce. Price bd. M7 
II. A Letter to a Subſcribing Miniſter, in Defence of 
the Animadverſions, &c. By Mr. Peirce. Pr. 6 d. 
VIII. A true AN of What was tranfatted in the 
Aſſembly of the United Miniſters of Devon and Coru- 
wal, mer at Exon, May 5, and 6, 1719. Publiſhed by 
Order of the Aſſembly. The 3d Edition. Pr. 3 d. 
IX. Remarks upon the Account of what was tranſact- 
ed in the Aſſembly at Exen, lately publiſh'd by their 
Order. By Mr, James Peirce. Price. 6 d. A 
X. A particular Account of the Proceedings of the 
Aſſembly at Exon, May 6, 17 19, upon Mr. Jacomb's 
offering a Confeſſion of Faith in Scripture Words, in 
Order to his Ordination. By the Rev. Mr. George Ja- 
comb. X Price 6 d. | : nt” N 6 | 5 
XI. A Defence of the Proceedings of the Aſſembly 
at Exon. Being a Reply to Mr. Peirce's Remarks on 


Animadverſions on a Paper ſubſcribed by Mr. Peirce, 
&c. at the Time of the Aſſembly. And alſo, A ſhort 
Poſtſcript, containing ſome Remarks on a late Pam- 
phlet of Mr. George Facomb. By the Rev. Mr: John 
Enty. Price 1 s. | | 


